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Mr President,

Sierra Leone welcomes the delegation of Islamic Republic of Iran and thanks them for the presentation of their national report.

My delegation commends Iran for its Five Year Development Plan which is line with the MDGs, and which provides health and education to all its citizens. It has also provided affordable housing for low-income families living in the less-developed provinces. Notable achievements include actions taken for the protection of women and of the family.
However, Sierra Leone believes Iran should further advance human rights and fundamental freedoms. My delegation would therefore encourage Iran to abolish the death penalty.
Recommendations: 
1. Consider ratifying CEDAW, CAT, ICRMW ICCPR-OP2 and CPED.
2. Eliminate discrimination against religious minorities such as the Baha’is and offer better legal protection to such communities. 
3. Pass legislation to raise the legal age of marriage to 18 years and to eliminate the practice of forced and temporary marriages.
4. Advance human rights promotion by establishing a national human rights institution in line with the Paris Principles.
Sierra Leone wishes Iran every success in this UPR process.
Thank you, Mr President.
